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WinterThing 17
By Kenneth Trass
Another WinterThing
has come and gone.
This was probably my
12th Maryland rally. I
started out years ago
with MD-G in the
mid 90’s. Maryland and Delaware Districts
would hold joint rallies. The rallies were
held the 3rd weekend in May. If my
memory serves me right the rally was held
in Delaware most of the *me. Chapter G
would normally ride up just for the day, we
did not seem too interested in staying
overnight. I am not sure when they went
to this winter scheduling but by the looks
of the recent a-endance it was a smart
move. The summer rally didn’t seem to be
a-ended as well and we, in G, did not par*cipate in the workings of the rally as
chapters are now. Rider educa*on was
not the focal point of rally ac*vi*es. I
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must say, the MD District rally has evolved
and for the be-er.
I have been blessed and had the pleasure
of a-ending district rallies for 42 of the
lower 48 states. I will be the ﬁrst to tell
you that Maryland oﬀers more RE/LTP/
MEC seminars than any other district I
have been to. Admi-edly we have a signiﬁcant environmental advantage that limits our slate of ac*vi*es, winter weather.
So let’s take the credit for making the best
use of our *me. All of you reading this
should think about coming out next year
and par*cipa*ng in this fun educa*onal
experience.
The Thursday night Ice Cream social was
enjoyed by those who a-ended. This informa*on was provided to me by a couple
of folks who a-ended. The unique thing
about this ice cream social is that MD-L
(Continued on page 8)
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Hello MD Chapter B, the MD District Winterthing Event
was held in Ocean City, MD, January 5 thru January 8,
2017. Chapter B had 21 Chapter members to a-end Winterthing. Special thanks to everyone who came to Winterthing 2017 and supported us. We took the Oath of Oﬃce
on Sunday, January 8, 2017 at the MD District Staﬀ
Mee*ng, Shirley and I are now the new Chapter Directors
for MD-B.
Shirley and I are pleased to step back up as your Chapter
Directors and we ask for your con*nued support and we
will strive to keep Chapter B moving forward.
Special thanks to Aaron & Toni Cain for their outstanding
job they did as Chapter Directors from 2014 to 2016. Although Aaron has stepped down as Chapter Director he
will stay on the Staﬀ as the Chapter Webmaster.
Special thanks also to Grayson Dixon for the outstanding
job he did as Assistant Chapter Director. Grayson has
stepped down as Assistant Chapter Director, a posi*on
he held from January 2009 to December 2016, Grayson
also served as the Goodie Store Proprietor January 2009
to December 2012, and as the Coordinator for Fundraisers (Raﬄes), January 2009 to 2013. Grayson will stay on
the Staﬀ as Community Outreach Coordinator.
Special thanks to the following members who will also be
staying on the Chapter Staﬀ:
Lillian Cruz - Assistant Chapter Director, Ms. Sunshine,
Ride for Kids Coordinator
Page 2 Kenneth Trass - Treasurer, Newsle-er Editor,

Chapter of the Year Coordinator, Motorist Awareness
Coordinator
Bruce Hill & Regina Smith - Rider Educators
Aaron Cain -Webmaster
Charlene Fogg - Goodie Store Proprietor
Hampton & ShaRon Conway - Membership Enhancement
Coordinators
Regina Smith - Chapter Special Events Coordinator
Grayson Dixon - Community Outreach Coordinator
Winterthing 2017:
Farthest Distance Award – Canada Members traveled the farthest to Winterthing;
and received the Award which was a
plaque for traveling the farthest.
2016 Visita*on Program:
Chapter B came in “First Place” in the MD District Visita*on Award, Chapter B had 2,495 points, this award was
given because the Chapter visited Other Chapters / Other
Chapter Events, Region Events, District Events, and Na*onal Events. The Chapter received a plaque and money
as part of the MD District Visita*on Program.
2016 High Mileage Program:
Chapter B came in “Second Place” in the MD District High
Mileage for Total Chapter Miles, the Chapter had 105,793
total miles, the Chapter received a plaque for this Award.
(Continued on page 3)
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Notes from the Educator - “GIMME 5”
TOPIC: Trip Planning? Plan the
Gear, too!
So what have you been thinking
about this winter? Have you been
thinking about the gray skies, the
rain, sleet or snow of the season?
And how about the freezing temperatures? These are not very cheerful
thoughts for those of us who are not
winter sports enthusiasts. Some riders brighten their outlook at this time
of year by planning for the coming
riding season. A few of us are deciding which motorcycling events to
attend this spring and summer. Will
it be the Americade rally in upstate
New York? Maybe this year you are
planning to attend Wing Ding? How
about a vacation trip to an area with
great roads to ride or interesting geological attractions to see? Whatever
your destination, planning the route
to take is an important part of trip
planning. However, don’t overlook
the need to plan the gear you will
need to take with you on each of
your trips. Having the proper gear for
the ride is an essential element of a
successful trip.
So why not start with your most important safety gear? Inspect your helmet for wear and tear. How long has
it been since you bought your helmet? Does the outer shell have chips
or cracks? Has it sustained an impact
while you were wearing it? Has it
been repeatedly dropped from your
motorcycle seat? Realize that helmets are only designed to survive
one impact while being worn. Also
look at the chin strap. Is it frayed
from many years of wear? These

signs of damage indicate that it may
be time to replace your helmet. Experts advise changing your helmet
every 3 to 5 years for maximum protection. Time, wear and ultraviolet
rays will cause your helmet’s materials to degrade resulting in reduced
protection.
(www.snellfoundation.org.)
Are you planning a southern tour this
summer? Have you thought to check
the weather for the area you plan to
visit? Be sure you know what the
average high and low temperatures
are for the month of your visit. If you
expect to encounter hot weather, this
may be the time for you to start
shopping for a mesh jacket if you
don’t already own one. These jackets
give you the best abrasion protection
(if needed) along with maximum
ventilation. Good ventilation reduces
your discomfort in hot weather and
can help prevent heat exhaustion.
Even though they have long sleeves,
when you wear a mesh jacket the air
flows around you almost as if you
are wearing nothing. And the synthetic materials provide excellent
abrasion resistance. With elbow,
shoulder and back pads included,
you get great protection for your
‘corners’ and your back in case you
go down.
Wise riders always wear long pants
while riding. Most riders wear denim
jeans. This is probably because they
are already part of everyone’s wardrobe to begin with, and they are comfortable when you are not on the
bike. They do provide some resistance to abrasion, but not anywhere near the protection of leather

or the synthetic gear. Did you know
there are also riding pants made from
breathable mesh materials, too? They
bring all the benefits of being designed specifically for motorcycling
with extra protection at the knees,
hips, and legs in case of a spill at
speed. The mesh material can also
help keep you from getting uncomfortably hot. And there are gloves
manufactured with the same mesh
materials to protect your hands as
well. They provide you with a good
grip on the controls while keeping
your hands fully covered for maximum protection. They are durable
and worth checking out for your
comfort and protection.
Can you rely on your current rain
gear? Does your rain gear have leaky
seams or rips? Do you need to put a
new jacket or rain pants on the shopping list? Having good, comfortable
gear that fits you properly for all riding conditions will allow you to fix
your attention on the ride and not on
your physical discomforts. This will
also help ensure that you will have a
great trip. And knowing that you and
your co-rider have the protection you
may need will give you peace of
mind every time you saddle up.
Now, which route do we want to
take?

Ride Smart & Be Safe!
Bruce & Melissa Thayer
Former MI Asst. District Rider
Educators

cont
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2016 Top 10 Riders:
Chapter B came in “Third Place” for
the Chapter Top 10 Riders, the miles
were 86,020 miles.
2016 Individual Male Rider with High
Miles:
Kenneth Trass came in “First Place”

for the Individual Male Rider. He
rode a total of 27,319 miles and received a plaque.
2016 Individual Female Rider with
High Miles:
Sharon Simmons came in “First
Place” for the Individual Female Rider, she rode a total of 11,357 miles,
Sharon received a plaque.

Seminars at Winterthing:
Special thanks to
everyone who
a-ended Rider Educa*on and Leadership Training Seminars at Winterthing.
(Continued on page 6)

From Your Assistant Chapter Director
Happy Year’s! I wish everyone good health for 2017.
Congratulations to Charles & Shirley Dorsey as they become our new Chapter
Directors. We wish them much success in their new endeavors.
The New Year started off with a great Polar Bear Ride
lead by Kenneth Trass through Prince George’s and
Howard counties. Thank you Kenneth for plotting and
leading a great ride. Participating in the ride were Aaron Cain, Dennis Johnson, Charley Fogg, George Hampton, Bruce Hill,
Daniell Hill, Regina Smith, Stan Greene (MD-I) and I. We ended the ride
at the Nautilus Diner, Crofton, MD with Toni Cain, and Charles & Shirley
Dorsey joining the group
for brunch.
The Maryland District’s
WinterThing Rally was held January 5-7, 2017. At
the time we didn’t know exactly how much snow
would arrive over the weekend. The snow came
along with the huge drop in temperature. Everyone
stayed in and we didn’t participate in any of the local restaurants.
On Friday, January 6, we had four couples participating in the Maryland District’s Couple of the Year
Program at WinterThing in Ocean City, MD. It has
been a long time since Maryland had four
couples in the Selection Process. This was
a momentous occasion. The couples were:
Charles & Shirley Dorsey, MD-B escorted
by Grayson Dixon and Regina Smith; Jeff &
Jeanie Kauffman, MD-F, escorted by Bruce
Hill and Regina Smith; Paul & Carl
Breeden, MD-H escorted by Shane & Judy
Patishnock; and William & Robin Little escorted by Keith & Wanda Johnson. An icebreaker was schedule to allow the judges: Tom & Renee
Wasluck, Rich & Wendy Wirt, and Ken & Lois Ingram to meet the couples before the Selection Process. Afterward, they were all introduced at the Maryland Couple of the Year Selection Process and
asked to talk a little about themselves and answer some questions. All
the couples did a great job!
The Maryland District’s new Couple of the Year is Charles & Shirley
Dorsey.
You did a great job representing our Chapter. Congratulations on a job
well done!
The next step in the process will be the NE Region B Couple of the
Year Selection Process. Please mark your calendars for Sunday, July 9 and come out to support
them at the Northeast Region B Summer Fun Day. The event will take place at the Falls Pavilion,
Promised State Land State Park Pennsylvania (100 Lower Lake Road, Greentown, PA). It’s close
enough to turn it into a day trip. Registration is $20 and includes hot dogs and chips at 11:00 a.m.
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2017Maryland B Ride-Social Schedule and Event Calendar
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JANUARY

DAY

EVENT

TIME

21-Jan

Sat

Chapter Gathering

7:30am

21-Jan

Sat

Chapter Business Mtg

9:00am

22-Jan

Sun

Visit Chapter "H"

7:00am

RALLY POINT
Golden Corral (At the Boulevard)
Golden Corral (At the Boulevard)
Rip's, Bowie

28-Jan

Sat

Winter Open House

5:00pm

Trass Home

FEBRUARY
5-Feb

DAY
Sun

EVENT
Visit Chapter "I"

TIME
8:00am

RALLY POINT
WAWA, Brandywine

7-Feb
14-Feb
20-Feb

Tue
Tue
Mon

Chat and Chew
Valentines Day
Presidents Day

7:00pm

Bob Evans, Bowie

18-Feb

Sat

Chapter Gathering

8:00am

Golden Corral (At the Boule-

18-Feb

Sat

10-12 Feb

Fri-Sun

MARCH
5-Mar

DAY
Sun

EVENT
Visit Chapter "I"

TIME
8:00am

RALLY POINT
WAWA, Brandywine

7-Mar

Tue

Chat and Chew

7:00pm

BBQ, Bowie, MD

12-Mar

Sun

Visit Chapter "L"

7:00am

18-Mar

Sat

Chapter Gathering

8:00am

Rip's, Bowie
Golden Corral (At the Boule-

19-Mar

Sun

District Bowl-A-Thon
Glenn Burnie MD

Chapter "H" Spaghetti
Bingo Fundraiser
Timonium Motorcycle
Show

TBD

TBD

APRIL

DAY

MD District Staff Meeting, Adam's Rib, Edgewater
EVENT

1-Apr

Sat

Visit Delaware "B" Seaford,
DE

4-Apr

Tue

Chat and Chew

8-Apr

Sat

Chapter "I" Pancake Breakfast
Fundraiser/ Chapter Gathering,
Elks Lodge, Temple Hills

vard)

2:30pm Rip's RT 301&197 Bowie, MD
10:00am

vard)

Will be departing to bowling
12:00pm alley after our Chapter "L" visit
9:30am Rip's RT 301&197 Bowie, MD
TIME

RALLY POINT

6:00am

Rip's, Bowie

7:00pm Carolina Kitchen, Brandywine
Clinton Cycles, 6709 Old
9:00am Branch Avenue, Temple Hills,
MD 20748

cont
(Continued from page 3)

SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENT FOR JANUARY’s GATHERING ONLY:
Chapter B’s Gathering – Our next Gathering is Saturday, January 21, 2017, we WILL EAT at 7:30AM. Our
Gathering will start at 8:00AM we will have a Business Mee*ng following our Gathering, so please make
and extra eﬀort to a-end.
2017 Ride Schedule:
The staﬀ & several members spent several hours puOng together the 2017 Ride Schedule. The Ride Schedule is posted
on the Chapter Website, and we will be discussing the Ride Schedule during our Business Mee*ng. Please come prepared to give your sugges*ons and comments.
Our Newest Chapter B Member:
Welcome again to Marcus DeBaun, Marcus came to the December Gathering and introduced himself. Marcus also a-ended Winterthing and a-ended some of the Seminars. Special thanks to Kenneth for recrui*ng and invi*ng Marcus to Chapter B.

Charles & Shirley Dorsey
MD Chapter B Directors
“Always Look Twice, Motorcycle Riders are Everywhere”

Greetings & Salutations from Ms. Sunshine

January Birthdays
Ethan Trass
ShaRon Conway
Linda Waters
Eric Waters
Aaron Cain

1/1
1/6
1/8
1/10
1/23

SICK AND SHUT-IN
Please remember to keep our sick and
shut-in’s in your prayers.

January Anniversaries
NONE
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Happy New Year and Welcome to 2017!
Well by the *me you’re reading this, hopefully you’ve had your Christmas celebra*ons
with your family and friends and rung in the New Year in grand style, or maybe just at
home with loved ones. Either way Regina and I hope you had a wonderful Holiday Season.
So now what to do with your spare *me in the cold dark winter months? As I brought out in a recent Rider Ed topic,
you can plan to replace some of the old riding gear, like helmets, jackets, and gloves, etc., and be ready for spring. You
should be able to ﬁnd some deals in the oﬀ season. How about planning for you and your fellow Chapter members to
a-end some great GWRRA fun events?
Like a Tropical Island adventure getaway with your Maryland District members, and members from around the Region
and Canada! There will be fun games, lots of warm pool side gatherings, seminars, and an awards dinner. We’ll be
oﬀering Rider Ed training classes and Medic First Aid and CPR training, as well as Leadership training seminars. Relax
between all the fun in the Hospitality area where everyone meets to relax and enjoy each other’s company
So bring your ﬂip-ﬂops your bathing suits, shorts and tropical shirts and relax at the Clarion Resort Fontainebleau Hotel, 10100 Coastal Highway, Ocean City, MD, Jan 5-7th. Registra*on and addi*onal informa*on @ www.gwrra-mddistrict.org. There’s s*ll *me, we have day passes. And Chapters remember to bring your items for the hospitality
room.
An important reminder—we ask that you bring non-perishable food items and dry goods to support our food bank
eﬀorts at WinterThing 2017, as we do each year. The Food Bank is very apprecia*ve of our dona*ons because this
*me of the year can be very hard on many families.
Some important dates fast approaching to enter on your calendars:
WinterThing 17 – January 5-7, Ocean City
District Mee4ng - Sunday, January 8th aUer WinterThing the ﬁrst for 2017.
Chapter H Spaghe5 Dinner & Bingo - Saturday February 18th Bel Air,
MD District Bowl-A-Thon - March 19, Glen Burnie Bowling Center.
Again as we celebrated with our families the Holiday season, let’s carry that into the New Year of 2017 and celebrate
with your GWRRA family. Sure the bikes might be put away for a while, OR NOT, but the fun, laughter, warmth and
friendship is just wai*ng for you. So a-end some of the winter events, learn more about your bikes, get some new
chrome, and have the *me of your life, we Guarantee you won’t regret it.
See you there,

Bruce & Regina

RIDE AWARE

Share the Road

From Your Assistant Chapter Director (cont)
(Continued from page 4)

and a Chicken BBQ Dinner at 4:00 p.m. I know Charles & Shirley would love to see you in the audience. There is nothing as encouraging as seeing your Chapter cheering you on in the Selection
Process.
I want to give a special shout out to our newest member, Marc DeBaun, who recently joined the
Chapter and attended his first WinterThing. It was wonderful to see him participating in all the
events. Welcome to the Chapter!
Upcoming Events:
Sunday, January 15, MD-J Gathering. We are meeting at Rip’s at Routes 197 & 193 at 7:45 a.m.
Sunday, January 22, MD-H Gathering. We are meeting at Rips at Routes 197 & 193 at 7:00 a.m.
Saturday, January 28, Kenneth & Diedre Trass’ Winter Open House, 808 Jackson Valley Court,
Bowie, MD 20721, 4:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.
More information is available on the Chapter website and in the newsletter.
Lillian Cruz
Grand Master Tour Rider
Maryland District COY Coordinator
Maryland B Assistant Chapter Director
Look twice and save a life!!!

WinterThing 17 (cont)
(Continued from page 1)

who has put this event on for the last
several years converted from cartons
of ice cream to frozen treats (ice cream
bars, ice cream sandwiches, drum
s*cks, etc.). It’s not ice cream but all
we don’t eat that night is made available for consump*on throughout the
weekend by placing the freezer in the
registra*on area. It sure works out
be-er as a snack on the go rather than having to worry
about a bowl and a spoon.
Friday was a day of training.
Since I like to wear shorts, the
tropical theme was in my lane. I
think I was the only one in shorts
all day but I paid for it. By the
end of the day I was freezing so I
went back to pants for the
evening’s fes*vi*es. The seminars I went to were pre-y well

a-ended. If we would have had more of the Hive in
a-endance we could have made some real
headway on our march to 2017 Chapter of Year. We
could have go-en credit for
more of the seminars that were
oﬀered. The MVA had the motorcycle simulator there for you
to ride. The MVA provided a
prize for the rider who scored
the best. The simulator does
not like aggressive driving
(hint), so if you do it you must
break all of your “bad” habits. I don’t know who won
this year. The Friday night costume party was a good
*me. Charley and Dennis walked away with best costume honors. They were helped in the crowd apprecia*on polling by a couple of B members who improvised a
couple of cymbals.
Saturday was another day of training. I spent my morning in the Medic/1st Aid class so my seminar par*cipa*on
was limited. You know I don’t know why I buy Rider Ed
(Continued on page 9)

(Continued from page 8)

raﬄe *ckets, I never remember to come down to
the table for *cket pulling Saturday aUernoon. I
just want to win the *res, I can always use *res.
MD-B did a great job maintaining Hospitality Suite
for the rally. The Awards Banquet went oﬀ well.
MD-H was awarded Chapter of the Year. This is
the award we want to win for 2017. It will take
an eﬀort by all members of the Chapter. I happened to have read the CDs’ ar*cle so I will leave all other award announcement to them. We made a good representa*on for but I would like to see us win the most members in a-endance award next year. Once upon a *me we were
the regular recipient of this award.

Maryland Chapter Gatherings
Maryland District Directors - Bruce Hill & Regina Smith (MD-B), ((301) 856-2329 / (703) 971-0175
MD-B - 3rd Saturday, Eat 0800 Meet 0900, Golden Corral, 1001 Shoppers Way, Largo MD, C/D Charles & Shirley Dorsey
shydee@comcast.net
MD-C - 2nd Sunday eat at 8 am – Meet at 9 am Golden Corral, 6701 Chesapeake Center Drive, Glen Burnie, MD
C/D Tom Prentice, 410-969-0372, tomp913@verizon.net
MD-F - 3rd Sunday 8 am Eat/ 9 am Meet Golden Corral, 17635 Valley Mall Road, Hagerstown, Md
C/D Jeff and Jeanie Kauffman, 301-667-5617 , J_Kauffman@myactv.net
MD-H – 4th Sunday eat at 8 am – Meet at 9 am Golden Corral, Route 40, Aberdeen, MD
C/D Judy & Shane Patishnock, 410-939-4780, Winglady08@hotmail.com
MD-I - 1st Sunday eat & meet at 9:00 am – The Riverview Restaurant at the Wicomico Shores Golf Course, 35794 Aviation Yacht
Club Road, Mechanicsville, MD C/D Roger & Rose Tenbrink, rtwanderer1@yahoo.com
C/D Keith & Wanda Johnson, 301-994-0792, Keith@gwrramdi.org Wanda@gwrramdi.org
MD-J - 3rd Sunday eat at 8 am – Meet at 9 am, Bob Evans, Waugh Chapel Shopping Cntr, Gambrills, MD
C/D Terry Gardner, 410- 255-3672, a90098@verizon.net
MD-L Gathering 2nd Sunday eat at 8 am – Meet at 9 am, Golden Corral, 29311 Cecil Dr., Easton, MD
C/D Jeff McCarter, mccarter@4-shore.net

Gold Wing Road Riders Association
Northeast Region, Maryland District, MD-B
808 Jackson Valley Ct
Bowie, MD 20721

